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Let's Talk About It!
Teaching Tolerance's new version of Let's
Talk helps K–12 educators lay the groundwork
for conversations (on their own and with
students), and it outlines classroom-ready
strategies educators can use with students
before, during and after critical
conversations. p.02.

 

Continue to page 2 for more!

TEACHING
WOMEN'S HISTORY

The theme for 2020 is
“Valiant Women of the Vote.”

Honor the women who
fought to win the right to

vote, and for those who still
fight to win the right for

others. p.04. 

WOMEN'S HISTORY
MONTH

Carefully curated text
selections to celebrate
Women's History Month

from K to 12. p. 05

Take a look at important
dates, events and/or

holidays that are coming up
in March! p.03
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https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/spring-2020/lets-talk-about-it
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/pod/episode-125/


 

Opening the
conversation

Be Positive.

Establish Norms.

Establish Goals.

Offer a shared starting

point. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

How are the students in our school diverse?
Do you have a friend who is a different race than you?
When you look at your cafeteria, do students group themselves in a certain way? Why
do you think that happens?
Think about the characters in your favorite movie, TV show or book. How are the
characters like you? Different from you? Would you say the characters are diverse?

What are your earliest memories of race?
What messages did you hear about your own race as you were growing up? 
What messages did you hear about other races? Where did these messages come
from?
How often have you thought about your race in the last 24 hours? In the last week?
How does your race factor into the way you make everyday decisions? What about
important life decisions? ...
If you could change one thing about our school that’s related to race, what would you
recommend? How would you implement it?
How would you compare the attitudes about race you see on our campus to those you
see in our town? In our state? In our nation?

Elementary Response Prompts: 

Secondary Response Prompts:

Personal prompts, which open a discussion with questions, are particularly effective ways to build
student interest in a critical topic. You might have students respond anonymously and then review their
answers prior to the discussion. Or you could ask them to write as a way to start thinking through a
topic before they’ll be asked to share. One thing to keep in mind is that students with dominant cultural
identities may struggle to articulate the ways that their identities have shaped their experience—this may
be one of the few times they’ve ever been asked to do so. Consider including questions about multiple
identities, providing model responses or simply reordering the questions below to ensure that all students
are engaging with the critical discussion from the beginning.

Let's Talk about it!

teaching strategy: Personal Response PRompts

from teachingtolerance.org

https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/spring-2020/lets-talk-about-it
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/spring-2020/lets-talk-about-it
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/how-should-i-talk-about-race-in-my-mostly-white-classroom
https://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/2019-12/TT-Lets-Talk-December-2019.pdf
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/spring-2020/lets-talk-about-it
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/spring-2020/lets-talk-about-it
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Click on the events to learn more!

Women's History Month, and National Women's History Month began as a single week and as a local event. In 1978, Sonoma County,
California, sponsored a women's history week to promote the teaching of women's history. The week of March 8th was selected to include
'International Women's Day.' This day is rooted in such ideas and events as a woman's right to vote and a woman's right to work, women's
strikes for bread, women's strikes for peace at the end of World War I, and the U.N. Charter declaration of gender equality at the end of World
War II. This day is an occasion to review how far women have come in their struggle for equality, peace and development. In 1981, Congress
passed a resolution making the week a national celebration, and in 1987 expanded it to the full month of March.

9: Butter Lamp Festival (Tibet, Buddhist):  To celebrate Shakyamuni's victory over non-Buddhist opponents in 1409, Lord Neu
Dzong, a noted patron of Tsongkapa, illuminated numerous butter lamps. The tradition has since then flourished.

8: International Women's Day (UN), According to one source, a women's march in New York in 1857 provided the inspiration for
the day. Others claim that it began as a commemoration of a strike by women needle trades workers in New York City in 1908.
International Women's Day was revived in the 1960s and in 1975 the U.N. began sponsoring this day.

12: Girl Scout's Day: Juliette 'Daisy' Gordon Low assembled 18 girls from Savannah, Georgia, on March 12, 1912, for a local Girl
Scout meeting. She believed that all girls should be given the opportunity to develop physically, mentally, and spiritually.

20: Now Ruz (New Year), means "New Day" and is the traditional celebration of the ancient Persian New Year. Iranians
celebrate it on March 20th. It is also a holy day for Zoroastrian, Sufi, Ismaili and the Baha'i faiths.
21: Int'l Day for Elimination of Racial Discrimination (UN): observed annually on 21 March. On that day, in 1960, police
opened fire and killed 69 people at a peaceful demonstration in Sharpeville, South Africa, against the apartheid "pass laws".
Proclaiming the Day in 1966, the General Assembly called on the international community to redouble its efforts to eliminate all
forms of racial discrimination

6: World Day of Prayer (UN): Is held on the first Friday of March, the World Day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christian
women of many traditions who came together in 1927 to observe a common day of prayer each year. It is a movement initiated and
carried out by women in more than 170 countries and regions bringing together women of various races, cultures and traditions in
closer fellowship, understanding and action throughout the year.

2: Clean Monday (Christian): The beginning of the forty-day fast when Christians imitate Jesus' withdrawal into the wilderness
before his crucifixion.

9: Holi (Sikh, Hindu),  This festival of color celebrates Spring, where people play with liquid and powdered colours, light bonfires
and blow horns to celebrate the destruction of Holika.

10: Purim (Jewish): known as the Feast of Lots, which celebrates the deliverance of Jews in Persia from the machinations of
Haman. Jews dress in costume and give gifts of food to each other.

17: St. Patrick's Day: The death anniversary of their patron saint. He used the three-leaved shamrock to explain the Christian idea
of the Holy Trinity, thus the idea of wearing a shamrock.

22: Emancipation Day (Puerto Rico): commemorates the abolition of slavery from its island in 1873.
25: Annunciation (Christian): commemorates the day Jesus' mother, Mary was visited by an angel to inform her that she was
blessed and chosen to be the mother of Christ.
25: Ugadi (India): marks the beginning of the new Hindu lunar calendar.Celebrated mainly in the southern states of India, people
awake before the break of day, bathe and decorate the entrance of their homes with mango leaves.
28: Earth Hour: Around the globe individuals, communities, businesses, and governments are invited to switch off lights for 1
hour at 8:30 p.m. local time to send the message that the earth's citizens care enough about climate change to take action. From
its inception in Sydney, Australia, in 2007, the event has grown to include 135 countries and territories.

https://www.un.org/en/events/slaveryabolitionday/index.shtml
https://womenshistorymonth.gov/
https://www.chinahighlights.com/festivals/tibetan-butter-lamp-festival.htm
https://www.chinahighlights.com/festivals/tibetan-butter-lamp-festival.htm
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
https://www.girlscouts.org/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/03/20/world/what-is-nowruz-trnd/index.html
https://www.un.org/en/events/racialdiscriminationday/background.shtml
http://www.wdp-usa.org/
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-clean-monday-542420
https://www.holifestival.org/
https://www.chabad.org/holidays/purim/article_cdo/aid/645309/jewish/What-Is-Purim.htm
https://www.history.com/topics/st-patricks-day
https://www.kidzworld.com/article/549-emancipation-day-for-puerto-rico
https://www.kidzworld.com/article/549-emancipation-day-for-puerto-rico
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/annunciation.shtml
https://www.utsavpedia.com/weddings-festivals/festivals/ugadi-regional-new-year-in-karnataka/
https://www.earthhour.org/


Teaching Resources

Women's History Month

Morning Keynote Afternoon Keynote

In Case you missed it: 

https://www.olentangy.k12.oh.us/Page/2269
https://www.olentangy.k12.oh.us/Page/2269
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/tolerance-lessons/the-importance-of-female-voices
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/womens-history-month-resources
https://www.amightygirl.com/blog?p=23086
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/womens-history-month-lesson-plans-matt-davis
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/womens-history-month.html
https://www.ted.com/playlists/192/10_talks_by_women_that_everyon


Book Spotlight

Questions/Comments? 
Please contact Shannon Griffin at shannon_griffin@literallycultured.com

 

 

 

Elementary

Click on the images of the books for a teacher's guide or direct link to Amazon!

Middle/ High School

https://www.instagram.com/literally_cultured/
http://www.literallycultured.com/
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/aani-and-the-tree-huggers/teachers_guide
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/700/AlltheStarsDenied_TeachersGuide.pdf
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/baby-flo/teachers_guide
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/392/Hiromis_Hands_Teacher_s_Guide_FINAL_2017.pdf
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/673/GRANDTHEFTHORSE_TEACHERSGUIDE.pdf
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/573/IRENASJARSOFSECRETS_TG.pdf
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/372/Shining_Star_JEIS_VS.pdf
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/456/StepuptothePlateMariaSingh_TeachersGuide.pdf
https://www.adl.org/media/10948/download
https://www.adl.org/media/7133/download
https://www.adl.org/media/9683/download
https://smile.amazon.com/Fly-Like-Girl-Dramatic-Afghanistan/dp/059311776X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=fly+like+a+girl&qid=1582655249&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Whats-Deal-About-First-Ladies/dp/039954724X/ref=pd_sbs_14_4/143-2137104-1435023?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=039954724X&pd_rd_r=7402c81b-25d9-4edc-b2bb-2eaed9bd1fdf&pd_rd_w=l0179&pd_rd_wg=25XH0&pf_rd_p=7cd8f929-4345-4bf2-a554-7d7588b3dd5f&pf_rd_r=NJDG57CKBPF4GMHN97HJ&psc=1&refRID=NJDG57CKBPF4GMHN97HJ
https://smile.amazon.com/Women-Science-Fearless-Pioneers-Changed/dp/1607749769/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=women+in+science&qid=1582655205&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Bad-Girls-Throughout-History-Remarkable/dp/1452153930
https://www.amazon.com/Rad-Women-Worldwide-Athletes-Revolutionaries/dp/0399578862/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=rad+women+worldwide&qid=1582655376&s=books&sr=1-2
https://smile.amazon.com/dp/0547906048?tag=amz-mkt-chr-us-20&ascsubtag=1ba00-01000-a0069-win10-other-smile-us000-pcomp-feature-scomp-wm-5&ref=aa_scomp_srdg2
https://multcolib.org/blog/20181101/discussion-guide-we-should-all-be-feminists-everybody-reads-2019
http://rebeccaskloot.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/RHSklootTeachersGuideLORES.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Radical-Element-Daredevils-Debutantes-Dauntless/dp/0763694258/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+radical+element&qid=1582655354&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Radium-Girls-Story-Americas-Shining/dp/1492650951/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=radium+girls&qid=1582643089&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Amazons-Abolitionists-Activists-Graphic-History/dp/0399581790
https://smile.amazon.com/Girls-Think-Everything-Ingenious-Inventions/dp/1328772535/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=girls+think+of+everything&qid=1582655149&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/552/InHerHands_TeachersGuide.pdf
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/478/Empowerment-Text-Sets-featuring-Women.pdf

